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Prayerful, patriotic remembrance
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Fond ou Lac partnership makes
Catholic aducation more affordabla,
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Wisconsin's beshops challsnge health
cana mundaln_.
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Paige Grover, & Merquette University senior from Balait, helps fellow Young Republicans on Sunday, Sept. 11, 20171, at Marquette University, Milwaukee,
display 3,000 American flags near the University Memarial Unioa ta honar these wha parished on 8711, More phatos of the display can be viewed and
purchased at hitp:iphatos.chnonling.org. (et Hamid photo by Allen Fredrickean)

Qf‘i ﬁvidéws turn tragedy to outreach

Duo directs grief to helping Afghan women

Pian a Caltholic road Irip around
Wisconsin this tall,

Page 10

Karen Mahoney Flight 175, tims pf violence. However, unlike the
Special b your Cathobe Heratd directed their  Alghan widows, grief-stricken individuals
griel wward help-  around their neighborhoods dnd country

instantly embraced the women, amd scoi
cards, money, stuffed animals, gifts and
quilis,

“We had people making dinner for us,
helping with our laundry, and sending us
letters,” said Retik. who is Jewish. “And we
had assistance from cur husbands' employ-
ers, the Bed Cross and Salvanon Army.

ing Afghan wid-
ows, who  wene
lsn suffering.
“We basically
became nware of
Afghanistan and
the plight of the
women through

usan Retik had every reason (o hate.
S Seven months pregnant with her third
child, Susan Retik’s husband David
was killed on Sepr. |1, 2001, He was aboard
American Adrlines Flight 11 10 Los Angeles,
the flight that hijackers crashed into the
World Trade Center.
She hod every reason 1o hote and desine
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venpgeance as retribution for the death of her
hushand as well a5 the death of all killed
and injured from the attack on the LS.
However, Retik, of Needham, Mass., 15 no
ordinary victim, Instead, she has devoled
her life 1o helping women in the same coun-
try where the hijackers had trained.

She und Patt Quigley, also widowed on
Sept. 11, and eight months prognant with her
secand child when her husband Patrick was
killed while truveling on United  Airlines

Susan Ratik

the news media,”
zmid Retik, "We were struck by how termible
it was to be g woman and couldn't imagine
what it was like. I felt a Kinship towand
them, and remembered about all the people
that helped me when T lost David, and knew
that they hisd ne one to help them.”

Decades of fighting in Afghamstan had
left tens of thousands of women widowed,
Their fices haunted Retik and Chuigley, who
realized the Afghan widows were also vic-

These Muslim women have no support.”
Initially, Retik thought about helping ane
widowed Afghan woman financially 50 she
no longer had to struggle, However, as she
thought about it, she realized it woold be
beneficial to  help many more. With
Quigley's help, the women began the non-
profit organization, Beyond the 11th. The
organization aids Afghan widows whose
lives have been touched by terrorism and

Sea WIDOWS, Page 7
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What ‘faithful citizenship’ means for Catholics
Must link beliefs with political action

Beth Gritfin
Cathalic Naws Sanvioa

NEW YORK — Puolitics is a good thing, participa-
tion in public life is o maoral obligation and Catholics
need to do a berter joboof linking their beliefs to their
actions, according to speakers at o Sepl. & conlerence
on “Faithful Citizenship: Yoters, Bishops and Presiden-
tial Elections.”

The program at Jesuit-run Fordham University fea-
tred o lively exploration of o document on palitical
responsihility issued every four years by the Catholic
bishops of the Lnited Siates.

“Polarization is seeping into pur ecelesial life and
very often we wonder (if) our faith shapes our politics
or if it gets turmed arcund to our politics shape our Fxith,
We can divide up the work in cur church, bur we should
not be dividing cur community of faith,” said John Carr,
executive director of the 115, bishops® Department of
Justice, Peace and Hurman Development.

SAll of us — bishops, professors, staffers, ordinary
lavpeople, academics, siudents - need 1w do i beter joh
of linking sl we beleve o how weact in public ife,”
he wdded,

Since 1976, the Catholic lishops have issoed o guaod-
rennial statement linking church teachings to |.1|.|n|i'|[¢.‘1!
responsibility. The most recent iteration, in 2007, is
culled “Forming Consciences for Fuithful Citizenship:

A Call 1o Political R-:ipuualhilm from the Cathalic
Bishops of the United States”

“AL this mament of imense cyndcism and frankly jus
tifiable frustration with the political process, the most
counterculivral ting the chirreh tetches and the bslkps
have sancl 15 that politics is a good thing, that participa-
tion in public life isa moral obligation and an cssential
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part of being American and Cathalic,” Carr said. *That
is more countercaltural in soane ways than all life is
sacred, that war oughd to be a last resord, that the poor
ought to come first, that marriage ought not to be rede-
fined.”

He said Catholics share a bond of faith, not politics
“We are o church and not a lobhy. W are a community
of faith and pot an interest proop, What brings us
together is the word of God and the teaching of the
charch, not politics and not ideclogy,”

Carr said ihe “Faithful Citvzenship”™ statement lays
out basic principles and applies them o pressing issues
facing the country. hstoncally, versions of the doco-
ment have summarzed Catholic
1eaching, with an emphasis on

‘We are a church and not a lobby.

Carr sand, “We need more Catholics in both parties in
public life, taking what we believe into the public
square and fighting for it. We need more dinlogue with-
in our church and we need to understand if politics is
not ahout our fundamental values. then il is just aboul
money, cpo and power”

Panclist Robert George, professor of junisprudence
und director of the James Madison program in Ameri-
can ideuls and institutions ot Princeton University,
scknowledged that neither major political party fully
embodies the principles laid out by the bishops,

He said the Republican Pamy needs “more of o dose
of Catholic social thought amd the Democratic Pary
needs o very heavy dose of (he
pro-life and pro-family messagee

the role of the faity and cacouwr- e are 8 community of faith and of the Catholic tradition.”

aged panicipation and engage- He spid Cotholics can use the

ment. “ln public life, wh we Mot am interest group. What brings i<.u. of shvery as o template for

bring is not coly what we litical response in current
; ? ¥ us together is the word of God and ™" pao

believe, but what we do, Who b of times. Then, as now, people

feeds the hungry? Who shelters
the homeless? Wha cares for the
poor?™

Carr said the siatement “never
declaimed uny notion of wlling
Catholics how 1o vote™ und has always given “prioity
10 human life and dignity, expressed in different lu-
guage through the years ™

“Fuithful Citizenship™ urges formation of conscience
and practice-of prudence, Carr sadd. It tells Catholics to
resiat gvil and act on their affirmative responsibility 1o
make things better, [t says people muost distingiish
between issues of unequal moral impanunes. As an
example, he said “A million abortions ane nod the sime
ms a ot in the WIC program.”

the teaching of the church, not
politics and not ideology.’

Retik is assiswed In her work by her

were raised in u culmre thut
blocked their vision of the true
aned equal dignity of all mambers
: of the hirman family, he said

= Jobin Car George said Colliolics can
emulate Abralum Lincoln's response to slavery, “We
have o be persistent amd relentless and join forces

across e lines of religious differences 1o offer a com-
mon witniess 1o inherent prnciples of hasic justice.”

Corr suggested that both major parties establish life
and dignity covcuses that would take the “rough cdges
off the libertupanism of the Republicen Party and the
individualism of the Demuocratic Party” and ultimately
“uel institutions working together (o fift people up and
empower people,”

Retik, “T luw! never been 1o the White

Continued fram Page 1 N
war, such as the opes whose faces they
saw on the evening news afler LLS.
forces wenl in 1o remove the Taliban and
Al Qaida, which was respansible Tor Hhe
Sept 1 aftacks.

After mising thousands of dollnrs
through bike rides, and varioues fundrais-
ers. Ouigley ond Retik traveled ©
Alghanistan in 2006 to see the chal-
lenges burga-clad widows face in a
country that grants women few rights.
Umder the Taliban regime, wamen were
unable 10 work or leave the bouse with-
oul a male escon. They have more free-
oy fembany, but still, widowed or not, are
primarily illicerate and at the merey of
imen nd the government.

“Bul we have seen progress through
out cfforts, and it was good 1o travel 1o
Kabul 1o see progress in the women we
were trying (0 hetp” said Reuk. “The
challenge, though, imvolves not only get-
ting men o value the women more, but
gefting the women o value themselves
more. Becsuse they have never experi-
enced rue freedom or equality, they
don’t think they are worth as much as a
man.”

In 2005, Quigley, a Catholic, resigned
from Bevond the 1 lth 1o shift her focus

1 Afghan Girls, She is oow part of
Razia's Ray of Hope and helps pioneer-
ing notivist Raxia Jan folfill her dream of
educating the next gencration of Afghan
people in onder 1o end the cycle of pover-
£y, despair and lerrorism.

A dogumentary  chronicling  the
wumen's six-day vigin 1o Kabul and their
wirk, called, “Beyond Belief,” a film by
Eeth Murphy. will be shown Friday,
Sepl. 16 at 6 p.m. in the Gerhardinger
Center, Room 109 on the Mount Mary
College campus, 2900 N, Menomones
River Purkway, Milwaukee,

Retik will be the [eawred speaker at a
luncheon, hosted by Mount Mary Col-
lege, ot the Pfister Hotel on Thursday,
Sept. 22,

Through the documentary, Retik
hopes that others will understand the
importance of the mission o help the
Afghan wormen,

“1 hope it gives people a much better
understanding of why we do what we do,
and the peed we had to meet different
women in Afghanisian,” said Beuk “Itis
important (o see their siruggles and how
we all can make a difference in their
Ives, 1 think the documentary humantees
the woned, | menn we hear it in the
news., but they are reasl mothers, dangh-
lers nnd sisters just like ws, living unedu-
cated and difficult lives.”

children. Ben, Mally and Dina, who help
in fundraizing when they con. In 20085,
she married Donald Ger, and the couple
s o 3-year-old dovghier, Rebeccu.

Last wear, President Barack Obama
presented Retik with the Citicens Medal
in weeognition of her afforts.

“It wiis ineredible and not something |
cver expected 1o happen,” admitied

Be ml;fl Beli d

m will close wm
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or buy their lunch, plus cojoy nmﬂmm

House and 1t was so amazing (o mect the
president and he surronnded by others
receiving this same award, It mikes me
fmel good that the president of the United
Stutes is aware of the work of Beyond
the | 1th, and by choosing me s i repe-
semtative, it says (o me thar he under
stanils the important role that widows
play.”

“Beyond 9/11: From Tragedy to
Mw
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formation”™ hunchenn 15 avallable o




12 Home

wwow.chnonlinea.org

Monthly retreat experience

offered for women
‘First Fruits’ to meet at St. Anthony, Pewaukes

PEWAUKEE — An infor-
mition session about First Fruits,
# new, monthly refreal expenence
for women that includes presen-
1ations, muwsic and  break-oul
opportunities, will ke place at
630 pan. Toesday, Sept. 20 o1 SL.
Anthony on the Lake Church,
W2R0 N2101 Highway 55.

Joan Carey, anthor of “Pon-
der This,”™ and Kathie Amidei.
pastoral associate of lifelong
faith formation at St Anthony.
who are initiating e program,
invile women o snjoy a cup of
coffee and “relax into a retreat-
like cxperience” once a month
from Cictober through May.

The program, being piloted
at St Anthony, will begin Tues-
day, Oct. 18, from 9 am. to ¥
pom., and will continue Tues-
duys Mo, 15, Deo. 6, Jan. 17,
Feb, 21, March 13, April 17 and
May 15. Optionsl group ses-
sions = attend one or all - held
from 9315 o 1115 aom., 12:30
o 230 pome and 630 10 8:30
-

For more information or 1o
register for the Sept. 20 infor-
mation  session,  cmail  Joan
Carey at atearcy| @ wirreom of
call 3t. Anthony’s Christian For-
mution Office at (262) &91-
170,
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A Powerful Lunch
You'll Never Forget

Featuring

Susan Retik
Co-Founder of Beyond the
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A Iessn_n in faith
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Abave: Campus minister
Pater Burds talks wilh
embmpnnrns sl lanioes
sophomores and juniars
during & prayer Senvice
Friday, Sepl. 9, in the new
adoration chape! at St
Thomaz  Mara  High
School, Milwaukee,

Left: Sophomoeres Robyn
Cabigting, Megan Wen-
gelewssl, Kefty Howell and
Bradizy Drew sing during
the service. Camols Heakl
photos vy Aler: Fredrickean)

- $2,500 Cash Raftle!

oceeds benefit the




