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McLeod Family Finds Support Through Their Child's 
Cancer Journey at Wellness Place
By: Tara Seymour

A cancer diagnosis can shake your world like nothing else—it can change a 
life forever. That’s exactly what happened to Carolyn McLeod and her husband 
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and Mike refused to give up hope, even through their disbelief. With two young 
��������
���
��������
��$��/
�*��
�����
+����&.
���&
$��#
���&
� ��
4��
�
#�&
��

"���/
!����
���
 �����������/
� ���/
����
����'


����
 �����
 ���������
 4����/

up with endless doctor’s 
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procedures and hospital visits, 
Carolyn and Mike knew it 
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daughter Grace, would feel the 
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“It really has been tearing 
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said Carolyn. “But, it is just 
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With no real way of being able 
to understand just how this 
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children, the McLeod’s searched 
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conversations, Carolyn and Mike 
found the hope they were seeking—
Wellness Place. Wellness Place 
is a cancer counseling, support 
and education center located in 
Palatine right in the heart of the 
McLeod’s neighborhood. 
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Wellness Place. 
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Foglia Children, 
Teen and Family Center.
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“Medical play is a way for children to learn through exploration and age appropriate 
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child centered play. It’s a way to offer children and adolescents a sense of control 
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The Foglia Center resides in 
the lower level of Wellness 
Place and was developed to 
create a safe space for children 
and teenagers who need an 
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a cancer experience. 

To help inspire this connection, 
Wellness Place created a vast 
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With a tree of inspiration 
capturing the essence of the 
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to be used for education and 
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Lori. “The doll is gender neutral 
and allows for children and 
teens to learn about their illness 
and procedures and ‘play out 
�����
�%!��������6'�


���
 �������
 ����
 ��
 �+���
 *��&

special to children because 
it has interchangeable facial 
expressions which can be 
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discuss hair loss. 

The Foglia Center was created to help 
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and explore their fears, and it is what 
helped the McLeod’s work through 
their own anxieties. 
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struggled with grasping his cancer 
diagnosis. Because of his cognitive 
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he began to better understand what was 
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doctors and procedures.
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Through Wellness Place, the McLeod’s have found the support and education they were 
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For more information about programs at Wellness Place, visit
www.wellnessplace.org or call 847.221.2400.

Carolyn, Grace, Sam and Mike McLeod

Wellness Place in Palatine

Wellness Place Playroom

Carolyn, Sam and Grace

Grace and Lori
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