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College Launches $1 Million Reunion Giving Campaign 
for Alumnae Scholarship Endowment Fund

College to Receive $2 Million Bequest
Joan Hetzel Iraneta, ’56, originally from Plain, Wisconsin, 

now retired and living in Arlington, Virginia, announced plans

to leave Mount Mary College a bequest in the amount of 

$2 million, to be specifically designated for scholarship 

assistance. Mrs. Iraneta is working with College officials to 

determine which particular programs the scholarship endow-

ment will support.

Dr. Linda Timm, president of Mount Mary College noted this is

one of the largest gifts in the history of the College. She also

indicated that, given the financial realities of today’s Mount Mary

students, scholarship support is essential for most students.

“Annual tuition is almost $20,000, and 90 percent of our 

students receive some type of financial aid,” said Timm. 

“It is one of my goals to increase institutional scholarship

opportunities for our students and to make Mount Mary more

accessible for the talented individuals who wish to attend. 

“The School Sisters of Notre Dame

were incredible mentors, and they

gave all of us an education

unrivaled by our peers.”
– Joan Hetzel Iraneta, ’56

This future gift from Joan will help alleviate the financial bur-

den for many students.”

Mrs. Iraneta attended Mount Mary College during the 1950s and

believes her education gave her the foundation on which to

build a very successful career. She also feels that “giving back”

and supporting the next generation of women students is

important, and she hopes to inspire others to do the same.  

“The School Sisters of Notre Dame were incredible mentors,

and they gave all of us an education unrivaled by our peers,”

said Mrs. Iraneta. 

Reunion classes ending in “8” and “3” were the first to
receive a request for Reunion Gifts to be specifically
earmarked for the Alumnae Scholarship Endowment
Fund. This Fund provides the dollars needed to annually
award a half-tuition scholarship to a student at each of
the four class levels, freshman through senior. 

The Alumnae Scholarship was established over 20 years
ago to offer deserving young women the same Mount
Mary education which generations of our alumnae have
enjoyed. As tuition has risen over the years, however,
the growth of our Alumnae Scholarship Endowment
funds has not kept pace. 

But the need for scholarships is greater than ever.
Over 90% of Mount Mary students receive some form of
financial aid. Today, some students carry as much as
$20,000 in student loan debt by the time they graduate. 

Rather than award fewer or smaller scholarships, we
have taken on the challenge to grow the Alumnae
Scholarship Endowment Fund.

Our goal is to add $100,000 to the Fund each year
for the next 10 years. It is a formidable goal, but one
that we can achieve through the generous participation
of each of the next 10 reunion classes.

If you are member of a Reunion Class this year, please
respond generously. Let’s set the bar high for all those
classes that will follow you! 

We will keep all alumnae apprised of our progress
toward this important goal. And remember, if it is not yet
your “official” Reunion year, you still may give a gift to
the Alumnae Scholarship Endowment Fund. 


