Mount lﬂl
& 01 lege |I‘

2900 North Menomonee

wWww.momary. Ijll

414-258-4810

Jennifer Hockenbery, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Philosophy
E-mail: hockenj@mtmary.edu

Biography: Dr. Jennifer Hockenbery received her Ph.D. in philosophy from Boston University in 1998. She began
teaching at Mount Mary College in 1998 and received tenure in 2004. She is married to an ELCA Lutheran pastor and
has three children.

Teaching Interests: My teaching interests are especially in the area of the history of philosophy. I love the ancient and
medieval philosophers, especially Plato, Augustine, and Hildegard of Bingen. These writers saw philosophy as natural
and essential to human life. Hildegard and Augustine use the metaphor that philosophy is the beautiful woman for
whom our hearts yearn. Both admonish us to chase after her and clasp her to our bosoms all of our lives.

I am not interested in philosophers of old as merely historical figures but as people who have things to say to us today
for our own lives as we search for meaning. Philosophy is about finding our place in the universe, our relation to God,
and our relation to other people.

Teaching Philosophy: Kierkegaard once said that the best philosophy teacher was Socrates because he did not believe
that he knew anything to teach. Instead Socrates talked to people, not to share his wisdom, but to gain wisdom from
them. I believe very firmly that | owe as much to my students as they ever might owe to me

Research Interests: My dissertation was on the 4" C. African bishop and philosopher Augustine and how his
conversion to Christianity affected him as a philosopher. | am still deeply interested in Augustine and the early
Christian view of Christianity, not only as religion, but as a unique philosophy with its own specific metaphysics,
ontology, epistemology, ethics, and psychology. I recently returned from a sabbatical on which I studied Hildegard of
Bingen’s views of Christianity, philosophy, environmental stewardship and women. Currently, I am working on a
project studying Luther’s views of philosophy and how these views influenced the field in centuries after the
reformation.

All of these projects focus on one major concern which is the nature of truth and how it can be obtained, discussed, and
lived by people constricted by space, time, and the limits of consciousness. In an era when we are becoming more and
more parochial in our views, this is the issue that we must address as we think about the future of democracy,
globalism, and philosophy.

I have published articles on Augustine, Nietzsche, Hildegard of Bingen, and Luther. | have also published essays on the
importance of philosophy for children and philosophical pedagogy at the college level. A few of my publications
include:

Graceful Reality: A foundation for the future of philosophy and theology
Theology in Global Context: Essays in Honor of Robert Cummings Neville.
(New York: T&T Clark International, 2004)




‘Fides et Ratio” and the Graceful Redemption of Philosophy
Faith and Reason: The Notre Dame Symposium 1999. Ed. Timothy Smith. Introduction by Ralph Mclnerny
(South Bend, IN: St. Augustine’s Press, 2001)

The He, She, and It of God: Translating Saint Augustine’s Gendered Latin God-Talk into English
Augustinian Studies Dec. 2005.

Nietzsche at the Foot of the Cross: A Meditation on Good Friday
Currents in Theology and Mission. April, 2004. vol. 31 #2.

Education for Escaping the Cave: Using Plato’s Republic Book VI for teaching ethics across the disciplines.
Analytic Teaching. Apr. 2003. vol.23 #2.

The Philosophy of Christmas
Currents in Theology and Mission December 1999. VVolume 26, #6.

The Gift of the Magi: The Possibility of Inter-cultural Conversation
To be published in Currents in Theology and Mission January 2009

Thou Art Dust to Dust Returnest: A philosophical meditation on Ash Wednesday
To be published in Currents in Theology and Mission February 2009




